BRENHAM PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
“SPIRIT HIGHLIGHTS”
	November 2, 2023

    Sunday Service November 5, 2023
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS CHANGE: FALL BACK
 
                                                             "An Unequal Equality"
                                                                Rev. Dr. Tom Currie

                                              Scripture: Joshua 3: 7-17; Matthew 23: 1-12

                                               9:00 AM      Choir Practice in the Choir Loft
                     10:00 AM     Worship Service   Nursery will be open
                     11:05 AM      No Sunday School

	    Fall Festival Fundraiser Luncheon following worship 
               
             Monday, Nov 6                         9:00 AM -- Galilee Garden
                                     Tuesday, Nov 7	              10:00 AM -- Tuesday Disciples
                                     Wednesday, Nov 8                   8:00 AM -- Men’s Fellowship @ Santa Fe Café 
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Stewardship: ♫ We Give Thee but Thine Own — GTG 708; PH 428
Christian stewardship is established on the principle that “the earth is the Lord’s” (Ps. 24:1). Anything we might claim to possess has in fact been entrusted to us by God. 
"We give thee but thine own, whate'er the gift may be;
All that we have is thine alone, a trust O Lord, from thee.
May we thy bounties thus, as stewards true receive,
And gladly as thou blessed us, to thee our first fruits give."
Special thanks to David Mahood for his wise leadership as he teaches the Adult Sunday School Class on Sundays after worship. We appreciate his dedication and his commitment to sharing the faith. Thank you David.
2024 Pledge Cards and Welcome Commitment Cards status:
Response to date is very promising. Outstanding cards needed by Nov. 26, 2023.
	
	Amount
	Pledge Units

	Pledge/Commitments to date for 2024
	$160,320
	32

	Pledge possibilities uncommitted from 2023
	$34,740
	10

	Possible Total
	$195,060
	42

	Preliminary 2024 Budget Total for Commitments
	$196,000
	


· The December return deadline was chosen but that deadline now needs to be adjusted to November (as Session is not meeting in December) to allow the Budget to be finalized for 2024, approved by the Session, and presented to the congregation. You may contact Todd Gray @ Toddgray47@yahoo.com with questions. There are additional 2024 Pledge cards in Blinn Entry Tower for anyone who has not received 
Update from your Pastor Nominating Committee: Our church’s MDP (Ministry Discernment Profile), which was posted last month, has already received several matching PDP’s (Pastor Discernment Profiles). Your committee met on Oct 25th to begin the process of sifting through the matches. Some of these are now flagged for a second look. We expect to receive further matches in the coming weeks. Please pray for the members of your PNC that we may be guided towards the Pastor God has already chosen for us!
Walk with Friends will take a vacation until Wednesday November 29th at 6:00 PM when we will start an Advent study of four weeks.  Specific details to come later. Contact Peter Blatchley with questions @ 979-203-2777 or ppdgb@msn.com
Congregational Care: All are welcome to join in; we meet on the third Tuesday of the month at 11:00 AM in the church office.  Contact Elizabeth Lehrmann with any prayer requests, concerns or questions @ elehrmann@yahoo.com or 979-830-3659 Continued prayers are requested for those dealing with loss of loved ones, health issues, and all the other concerns that many are facing.

Galilee Garden: We will working in the garden on Mondays with new winter hours from 9:00      Phoebe Lake @ pvlake@gmail.com  or call 281-660-6071. 

Ladies Book Club: We meet on the on second Monday of the month at 2:00 PM. The meeting 
is held in the large room at the Nancy Carol Roberts Library. For more information contact Linda Newton @ 979-251-0642 or linnie.newton@sbcglobal.net 

Men’s Fellowship gathers every Wednesday morning at 8:00 AM at Santa Fe Café for breakfast and fellowship. Contact Peter Blatchley with questions ppdgb@msn.com  or 979-203-3777.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mission and Benevolence/Fellowship Fall Festival: Join your Mission and Benevolence and Fellowship committees for a delicious chicken tender lunch after church this Sunday. This fundraiser will benefit Bread Partners and Faith Mission. Contact Cathy Nitsch for more information. There will also be a Silent Auction with lots of nice items for the upcoming holidays. Hope to see you there. 

Needlework Ministry:  The group next meets the third Friday of the month at 10:00 AM in the   Church office. This group officially began in 2011 as an inspiration of our former dear member, Bash Flowers. Since then innumerable prayer shawls have been given to family, friends, neighbors, and church members. The shawls are given in celebration and sympathy. Cancer caps are donated for cancer patients’; hats for Adam’s Angels; child shawls to CUPS; and caps, slippers, shawls and lap robes are given to area nursing homes. We invite you to come join us as we knit and enjoy great fellowship as we continue this wonderful ministry.  Contact Sue Ruotsala with questions. billieandsue@gmail.com  or 713-205-3001

Presbyterian Women: Mark your calendar:  Presbyterian Women has begun their 2023-2024 with a study of Luke and Acts. They meet the second Tuesday of each month at 9:30 AM in the Blinn Room. Social begins at 9:30 AM and Bible study begins at 10:00 AM. We are looking forward to continuing our study of Luke and Acts. 

Sanctuary & Education Building Repairs and Renovations:  
Sanctuary painting is complete except for Blinn Doors.  Courtyard and Jackson Street    Elevations have been painted. Third Draw has been paid.
  End of first phase includes:
    a. painting Education Wing second floor
    b. completing Phase I punch list.
Total cost to date is estimated to be below $108,034.45 total with funds remaining to complete this work and have some contingency. 
Additional work with Hardie beaded siding has not been estimated at this time.

Tuesday Disciples meet on Tuesday mornings in the Church office at 10:00 AM for 
Bible study except for the second Tuesday of the month (Presbyterian Women).  

	 The Brenham Children's Chorus family invites you to their "Friends and Family" concert on 
 Sunday, November 12th at 2:00 PM in the BPC Fellowship Hall. Our singers would love to 
 share their music and appreciation for being able to rehearse in this lovely facility. 

 The Brenham Children's Chorus will have a Fundraiser with Royer's Casseroles, Pies, and   
 Sides Drive Thru dinner in the parking lot in back of the Fellowship 
 Hall  on Thursday, November 16th from 4:30 PM to 6:00 PM We are offering 2 sizes of
 Chicken Spaghetti, King Ranch Chicken, Lasagna, Cowboy  Casserole, and Meat Loaf and 
 Mashed Potatoes; Pies: Apple, Blueberry Lemon, Pecan, Sweet 'n Salty, and Texas Trash; 
 Sides: Chicken Salad, Pimento Cheese and Feta, and Pasta Salad. We will  be taking orders 
 until Tuesday, November 7th; contact Rosellyn McIver or the Chorus office @ 979-400-4204   
 if you are interested in more information.

 DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) Maui Fundraiser will be held, Monday, 
 November 13th at our church. The fundraiser will held from 5:30 PM - until dinners are all
 sold. Drive through/pickup only in parking lot behind Fellowship Hall; cost is $15.00 per meal. 
 Contact Susan Gray @ 281-744-0374 or Susanconnellgray@yahoo.com for more information.

 Bookkeeping: Please submit your check requests before Monday of each week. Sarah’s
 day in the office has been changed to either Monday or Tuesday.

	
	

	Spirit Highlights:  Please forward any prayer requests, news, and comments that you   wish to share for Spirit publications to Susan Gray, Editor at 281-744-0374 or Susanconnellgray@yahoo.com  All submissions are to be submitted in writing. Deadline each week is noon on Thursday.  If you would like to be added to the mailing list reply with your contact information and email address to above email. We have had several instances with names mysteriously disappearing from group lists used for e-mail. Please immediately let me know if you don’t get the Spirit.

       Our guest minister, Tom Currie is a retired Presbyterian minister. He served as pastor of  Brenham Presbyterian Church from 1976 to 1988. He also served as pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Kerrville, Texas, before becoming dean of Union Presbyterian Seminary’s campus in Charlotte, North Carolina. He and his wife, Peggy, currently live in Georgetown. Their son, Chris, who grew up in this congregation, is the pastor of the St. Charles Ave. Presbyterian Church in New Orleans. Chris and his wife, Stephanie, have three children. The Currie’s daughters, Kate and Anne were also born in Brenham. Kate lives in San Antonio with her husband, Chad, and their two girls, Birdie and Evie. Anne lives and works in Austin.
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Come share an afternoon of music with our singers.
No admission fee - Donations accepted
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